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Biographical Sketch and Summary of Qualifications 

Captain Grant Mitchell is a professional rancher, horseman, adventurer, educator and VIP security officer who lives the skills that he teaches.  He uses a cooperative, humorous approach with people, and horses, building success through mentorship.  Known for his ability to train the “untrainables”, Grant does not “break” horses.  Instead his methods create thinking mounts that willingly protect their riders and help keep riders from harm.  Mounts under Grant’s care learn to evaluate situations and solve problems.  Whether it involves herding cattle, protecting civilians or moving confidently through the eventing course, horses learn to do their job well when they work with Grant.  

As the commanding officer of the US Mounted Response Training Center, Grant is responsible for developing the remarkable abilities of the mounts in his care including Winter Storm Warning and Skye.  Storm was a nationally known Rocky Mountain gelding who actively detected concealed weapons when working in crowds of five to fifty thousand people and who was hailed a Horse Hero for the dozens of lives that he saved.  Skye is an twelve year old Rocky Mountain mare who specializes in drug dealer detection and has successfully identified and captured as many as eleven drug dealers in a single day!

Young and old are captivated by Grant’s experiences as a horseman, adventurer, sailor, outdoorsman, law enforcement officer, canoeist, kayaker, wilderness camper, backcountry rescue team leader, nature photographer and tracker.  Ten years as a state and national Emergency Medical Technician specializing in wilderness search and rescue taught him the value of top quality teamwork, training and preparedness.  As a security specialist he has provided VIP coverage for recording artists, governors, celebrity personnel, a presidential candidate and a former president. 

His rural heritage and adventure travels have instilled talents and skills that weave modern best practices with traditional techniques from around the world.  Grant grew up in a multi-talented family: his father was a skilled carpenter and heavy equipment operator, his grandfather an electrician and peacemaker, and his grandmother a renowned herbalist.  Each served as a mentor, ensuring that Grant shared in their practical skills along with their passion for learning. 

Grant has held licenses as a Merchant Marine Ship’s Captain, Professional Science Educator, Professional Health Educator and Professional Security Specialist, and has authored one of the nation’s few recognized multi-environment Maritime & Wilderness Medical Care training programs.  His accomplishments include the establishment of the Vermont Mounted Response Unit, where civilian and law enforcement professionals have joined together to form a mounted law enforcement and search team and the US Mounted Response Training Center in Sapello, New Mexico where personnel and mounts from around the nation come for specialized training in mounted law enforcement and search operations.  In 1995 curriculum specialists from the Association of School and Community Development hailed Grant’s educational work as among the top six in North America.
Grant pioneered a design in natural learning systems that integrates academic preparation and practical experience and has been featured in regional and national publications.  His work has been recognized by the Vermont Department of Education and internationally referred to as one of North America’s top educational designs.  His expertise with mounted response units has received well-earned praise from members of law enforcement.  Grant served as a captain at sea, specializing in yacht security where he located and helped eliminate pirates who kidnap and sell women into the modern slave trade.  

Today Grant serves as the commanding officer of the US Mounted Response Training Center and is routinely called upon for his expertise in mounted law enforcement, search and tactical operations. 

Areas of Expertise 

Grant Mitchell has an in-depth working knowledge in the following fields:

· Ranch Operations and Management

· Horse Training and Bombproofing

· Mounted Law Enforcement

· Mounted Search and Rescue Operations

· 
· Wilderness and Maritime Medical Care

· Science and Environmental Education

· Wilderness Recreation and Education

· VIP Personal Security and Protection

· Weapons Safety and Marksmanship

· Sail and Motor Yacht Operations 

· Wildlife Behavior and Tracking

· Air, Sea and Land Navigation

Formal Education 

University of Vermont, BS plus 30

· Animal Sciences – Equine and Cattle

· Emergency Services

· Education

· Interspecies Communication

Professional Experience 

Present
US Mounted Response Training Center 
Sapello, NM

Commanding Officer and Ranch Manager
· Ranger and Horse Training – program development and administration

· Management of daily ranch operations
· Management and supervision of interns and contractors
· Training of police and search mounts
· Restoration of ranch facilities
· Wildlife habitat restoration
2004 – 2007
Vermont Mounted Response Unit
Bristol, VT

Commanding Officer

· Mounted Response Unit development

· Ranger Training – program development and administration

· Unit deployment and field operations command

· Field investigations and incident reporting

· Liaison with law enforcement agencies

2002 – 2007
Catamount Ranch
Bristol, VT

Executive Director

· Head Trainer

· Ranch design

· Strategic planning

· Program development and delivery

· Management of daily operations

1972 – 2007
American Red Cross
Berlin & Burlington, VT

Instructor

· Instructor Trainer

· Health & Safety Instructor

· First Aid & CPR Instructor

· AED (Automated External Defibrillation) Instructor
1970 – 2004
International Maritime & Wilderness Network
Moretown, VT

Director

· Horse training, mounted unit and rider development

· Wilderness program development and instruction 

· Yacht security, survey and delivery services 

· IMWN was the 30 plus year test bed upon which Catamount Ranch was built

1988 – 1995
Winooski School District
Winooski, VT

Science and Health Educator

· Science and health program development and instruction

· On-site emergency services

· College intern mentor

· Outing Club advisor

1987 – 1988
Willsboro Bay Marina
Willsboro, NY

Service Manager

· Yacht repair

· Facility management

· Yacht commissioning

1986 – 1987
Stowe School District
Stowe, VT

Science Department Chairman

· Science program development and instruction

· Staff evaluation

· College intern mentor

· Outing Club advisor


1977 – 1986
Mount Mansfield Union High School
Jericho, VT

Science and Math Educator, Nature Center Coordinator

· Science and math program development and instruction

· Woodlot management and environmental program author

· College intern mentor

· Outing Club advisor

1979 – 1980
TopNotch Resort
Stowe, VT

Horse Program Trail Boss and Manager

· Develop and lead horsepack trips into surrounding mountains

· Provide riding instruction – stock seat, dressage, jumping

· Manage training and care of approximately two dozen horses

1975 – 1977
South Burlington School District
South Burlington, VT

Science, Math, Health and Psychology Educator

· Multi-discipline program development

· Outing Club advisor

· Athletic trainer

1973
University of Vermont Police Department
Burlington, VT

Patrol Officer

· Uniformed and plain clothes foot patrol

· Incident investigation

· Evidence documentation

· Undercover operations

1972 – 1982
UVM and Lamoille Rescue
Burlington & Johnson, VT

Emergency Response Crew Chief

· Founding team member of UVM Rescue Squad

· Training Officer – UVM and Lamoille

· Lamoille County Emergency Response Backup – Vermont State Police

1971 – 1976
Alpine Shop
South Burlington, VT

Sales Clerk

· Sporting goods sales

· Bank deposit courier

· Display design

Notable Projects 

Law Enforcement Liaison and Mounted Response Commanding Officer

· Surprise Valley Ranch – Ranch management, ranch restoration and community liaison

· US Mounted Response Training Center – facility and program development
· US Secret Service & Middlebury PD – William Jefferson Clinton – protective services liaison

· South Burlington PD – National Night Out – mounted response

· Grand Isle Sheriff’s Dept – Applefest – mounted patrol

· Morrisville PD – 4th of July celebration – mounted patrol

· Vergennes PD – Vergennes Day and Veterans’ Day celebrations – mounted patrol

· Run Vermont – Burlington City Marathon – mounted protection of runners

· Winhall Police & Rescue Dept – US Open Snowboard Championship

· Essex Fairgrounds – Drug Dealer and Weapons Violations – mounted identification and capture
· 
· Vergennes PD – Tactical Consultant – developed school shooting tactical response plan

Conference Speaker and Clinician

· Self Defense on Horseback

· Backcountry Emergency Care for Horse, Rider and Canine

· Equine Bombproofing

· Mounted Officer Training

· Iron Dog Competition – Teaming Service of Canines and Equines

· Universal Riding Techniques for Trail, Service and Show

· Tactical Use of Sidearms for Law Enforcement Officers

· Personal Security for Women

· Ecotourism Ethics and Practices

· Outdoor Recreation Initiatives

· Adventure Program Risk Management

· Wildlife and Human Tracking

· Wild Medicinal and Edible Plants

· Wilderness Survival

· Wilderness Medicine 
· Wildlife Tracker and Field Studies



Cougar 



Bear



Deer



Wolf



Coyote



Elk

Materials Authored 

· Mounted Law Enforcement Training and Evaluation Program

· Equine Skills Matrix, Wilderness Skills Matrix, Maritime Skills Matrix

· Trail Medic – Emergency Medical Care for Horse, Rider and Canine

· Adventure School Model for Responsible Education

· Science and Wellness Curricula for multiple school districts

· US Coast Guard Approved Licensing Programs

Mounted Response Unit and Adventure Travel Experience

Grant Mitchell has a unique history. While attending the University of Vermont as a student he served as a patrol officer and investigator for the university, an EMT and later as a tracker for the Lamoille County Sheriff’s Department. He went on to become proficient at identifying and fighting the modern day pirates who attack yachts to kidnap and sell women into slavery.  Today he can be found mounted on one of his police horses, training a team of Rangers who provide assistance to state and local law enforcement agencies or just enjoying his life in the moutains of northern New Mexico.  His thirty years of experience leading trips under sail, on foot and on horseback includes extensive wildlife observation at all times of year where Fahrenheit temperatures have ranged from a blistering high of 126 degrees to a low of 60 below zero.  Grant’s accumulated marine experience exceeds 85,000 miles as captain aboard power and sailing vessels up to 80 feet in length, including multiple blue water passages.  Professionally experienced in vessel construction, repair and management, he has surveyed vessels in Canada, the Caribbean and United States and personally piloted over 300 different vessel designs.  Equine breeds that Grant has trained and geographic regions of expertise include:

Equine Breeds:

· Rocky Mountain and Kentucky Mountain Gaited Horses

· Friesians

· Quarter Horses

· Arabians

· Percherons

· Mustangs

· Paso Finos

· Thoroughbreds

· Morgans

· Mules

· Haflingers

Geographic Regions:

· American Southwest

· Adirondack Mountains

· Appalachian Mountains

· Green Mountains

· White Mountains

· Atlantic Ocean

· Caribbean Sea

· Coastal Maine to Florida

Comments From Law Enforcement, Clients and Magazines 
Law Enforcement Speaks Out: 

· “We are thankful to have such a resource available.”


~ 
Vergennes Chief of Police
· “You guys are fantastic!”


~ 
Grand Isle Sheriff, on seeing our rangers, graduates and mounts assist in the



capture of suspected thieves at an outdoor festival
· “We're looking at more ways to use your expertise...the chief says you are my best idea ever!”


~
National Night Out Coordinator, South Burlington Police Dept.
· “You guys are good, really good... I look forward to working with you again.”


~
Vermont State Trooper
· “When civilians need help they call the police… when the police need help they call Grant!”

~
Chief of Police at a regional law enforcement conference
· “I never thought horses could do what your horses do… they sniffed out those drug dealers
 
in the crowd then captured them and brought them to us for arrest… Amazing!”

~
Drug Enforcement Officer
· “It would have taken at least ten of my officers to do what you did with two horses, thank you.”

~
BPD Supervisor regarding mounted crowd management at an outdoor event
· “I’ve watched your horses save departments a lot of resources, money and manpower.”

~
Deputy US Marshal 

· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
Clients and program evaluators have spoken clearly:

· “Always a hit… they love what you do.” ~ EN
· “I felt relaxed the moment I met him.” ~ MJ
· “He trains the psyche as well as the body…” ~SW
· “Grant just asked… and my horse did everything he wanted.” ~ 
· “You’re my choice for the one to be with in any survival situation.” ~ RD
· “Before I met you I thought I knew how to train horses. Now I know how much there is to learn.” ~ RR
· “I feel a lot safer with you here.” ~ female recording star
· “Your reputation precedes you.  Thanks for watching my back.” ~ presidential candidate
Feature articles in multiple publications have detailed Grant’s work, including: 

· Seven Days

· Rutland Herald

· Mountain Gazette

· Vermont Magazine 

· Burlington Free Press

Storm and Grant on Duty, August ‘07
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